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FROM THE CHAIR 

Dear Guild Members,  

Reflection on 2019 

    I seem to spend more time reflecting than perhaps I 
should but I find it very  difficult to break the habit. 
2019 has been a year that as far I as I am concerned has shown us the best 
and the worst of people. This is probably true of every year end but 2019 I 
think is an exception.  Politicians have been to the forefront and probably 
shown us the worst of people. Most of them promising the earth knowing 
that what they promise is unrealistic and unachievable.  

   

    Contrast our politicians with Greta Thunberg the 16year old climate 
campaigner who has I think has made many of us stop and think. What she 
has done for me is made me think about the little things that I do and con-
sume everyday.  Do I need to go to B&Q today for those screws or can it 
wait till next week when I know I will be passing nearby. On investigation 
I found that the coffee filters I have been using are not 100% compostable 
as I thought, but  contain some plastic to give the filter wet strength! As a 
guild we can and are doing our best by using sustainable and environmen-
tally friendly materials.  All very small considerations but by looking after 
the small things perhaps we can change the larger picture.    

   

    A somewhat more difficult decision for me is do I stop flying?  Well for 
holidays I am happy to find  destinations that can be reached in a more en-
vironmentally  friendly way. However I would find it very difficult to give 
up flying completely as this would mean I would not see my son  who is 
resident in the USA.  

   

    So we have the politicians promising us the earth and Greta Thunberg 
asking us to save the earth.  I know which one I will try to support and 
long may the youth of the world keep presenting us with the challenges 
that we know we should be thinking about.  

  A happy, peaceful and productive new year to all guild members.  

                                                                                                         Richard 
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NEWS FROM THE YOUTH GUILD 

During the October half-term a small group of youngsters assem-

bled in the Compton Room at Shawford Village Hall, eager to take 

part in a felting workshop run by Suzanne Butler. Under her guid-

ance they produced unusual, re-useable, Christmas crackers made 

of felt which not only involved employing a wet felting technique 

but also a certain amount of weaving. As usual, in order to save 

time on the day, Suzanne had prepared the various elements re-

quired for the project beforehand. However, there were still choices 

to be made as to how to assemble the components, and in fact in 

the end no two crackers looked exactly the same.  

There was enough time left over to make a wet felted robin which 

again required nimble fingers to manipulate and felt what started as 

a rectangle of wool fibres into the shape of a bird. 

 

 

With all best wishes for 2020. 

                            

The Youth Guild Workshop 

Team 
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OCTOBER MEETING 

October was a very busy meeting right from the start. Luke from Wessex 

Wool Craft and his family, Sarah Jane, Naomi, his sister and Julie, his 

mum had all their wonderful fibres, spinning wheels, looms and much 

more set up in the main hall waiting to greet us.  Unfortunately many peo-

ple arrived late due to road closures and traffic jams but  people trickled in 

during the morning. However most agreed that the struggle was worth it 

when they saw the abundance of goodies to see and buy. 

After more members and visitors arrived and had a refreshing cuppa, Rich-

ard explained about the exhibition taking place at  Whitchurch Silk Mill. 

From the articles we had brought to exhibit we were asked to pick one to 

Show and Tell and put into the yearly competition. Richard started the 

process by showing us his wonderful scarf. Beverley a tabby scarf and Ve-

ronica felted beads from her spare stash.  Karen made some lovely Kumi-

himo bookmarks.  Della wove a shadow weave scarf and Ute table runners 

from the horrible silk off the sales table (see article page10)  Patricia 

wove a basket over an old c.d. holder to great effect. 
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Mary Drake who is very new to weaving made a 

scarf and from the material left over made some 

mitts to match with bright red buttons. Alex told us 

about her tapestry hanging using up some stash and 

Mary  Keer put a silk leno piece in to the competi-

tion. Ruth did a Shibori stitched and folded cushion 

while Shobhna showed us her beautiful Theo Moor-

man wall hanging.  Cathy showed us her split ply 

tree in cotton yarn and Coral made a scarf, bag and 

purse.  My contribution was two double woven neck scarves. 

Many thanks to Coral and Shobhna for the  photos. 

After everyone had voted Richard announced the winner and Luke pre-

sented the Sheep trophy to the WINNER who was  MARY DRAKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Mary a well deserved top prize. 
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Playing with Colour  Blending 

 Some time ago I brought a book on Estate Tweeds by Johnson's of El-
gin and it details the history and pattern of many of the Scottish Estate 
Tweeds. However  it wasn't the patterns that attracted me but how some of 
the colours were developed. Lord  Lovat  was one of the first that devel-
oped a coloured  tweed that was  based on the colours of the hillside of his 
estate. His original colour blend was 38% Light Blue, 16% Bright Yellow, 
22% Chrome Yellow, 12% Dark Yellow/Brown and 12% White. It was this 
blend of colours that apparently enabled his keepers and ghillies  to blend 
into the hillside when they were deer stalking.  

 

 It was from this article I had the thought of blending colours to pro-
duce a tweedy effect yarn. It was some time later when I had obtained 
some Portland fleece that this project became practical. So what colours do 
I play with. My first thought was that whatever colours I chose I would 
like them to be repeatable, so I had to make sure I recorded everything. 
( I'm not always good at following this advice)  I eventually decided on the 
three primary colours red yellow and blue and added  green and brown. 
Using acid dyes I dyed some fleece with a 2% weight of dye except for 
yellow which I dyed at 4%. After  hand carding a few samples I realised 
that I would have to use a drum carder for any quantity of fleece. Thank-
fully the Guild has a drum carder for hire. 

 

 The next question was what colours do I use for the blend? I started 
with green and mixed 60% green 20% yellow and 20% blue. I passed this 
mix  through the drum carder 5 times before I was then happy with the 
mix. Then spinning  a  yarn equivalent to  a 4ply knitting yarn. I then car-
ried on with the other four colours blending them with various percentages 
of plain colours. From the yarn from these blends I wove a scarf that was 
in the Whitchurch Exhibition.  

 

 What next, I am currently setting up a warp using singles of the blend-
ed yarn as I am looking for a lighter fabric than the scarf. I am also playing 
with blending wool with linen, hemp, cotton and nettle fibre. I plan to dye 
the yarn with Procion and Acid dyes to see whether this will produce a two 
colour blend. I am sure any results good or bad will end up at the Show 
and Tell sessions.  

                                                                                                        Richard 
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NOVEMBER  MEETING 

November was designated as a weaving day but we started with  

News and Views. Richard and the committee have a new format with 

committee meetings in the evening so no valuable time is spent away from 

the main hall. More advertising is needed for the Guild to encourage more 

new members. 

Many posts are becoming vacant as Caroline, Events organiser, is standing 

down as is Maya, Youth Guild organiser.  Likewise Jenny programme or-

ganiser. who gave us a run down of the speakers arranged for 2020. So we 

need more people to volunteer please. 

THE WEAVING DAY 

There were many looms set up in the main hall for weaving and Coral ran 

a weaving workshop in the Compton room.  

The Main Hall was a hive of activities with not only weaving but also 

spinning lessons for two new members with their looms. 
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The main hall, busy with weaving, spinning and taking a break! 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

Della showed us some beautiful double cloth mug wraps, and Jo explained 

her drop spindle made from an old bobbin and a piece of dowelling. The 

spindle is removable making it easy to put filled bobbins onto a lazy kate 

and ply either on the drop spindle or a spinning wheel. The fact that an 

Ashford bobbin also fits into a whiskey bottle tube to make it easy and 

safer to carry around is an added bonus! 
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"You can't make a silk purse out of a sow's ear..." 

 

Or can you? 

On the sales table at this year's Bring and Buy, five skeins of silk noil yarn 
were attracting absolutely no attention - to look at, they were something 
reminiscent of dishcloth cotton. And yet I was intrigued. The Guild Chal-
lenge had been announced and this was a challenge, so they came home 
with me. 

I started to listen to the yarn. It wrapped at 12 wraps per inch, so this sug-
gested 6 ends per inch. My first inspiration was a simple pattern of huck 
lace squares. I warped my 8shaft Katie loom using four shafts. It very 
quickly became obvious that even 7 epi resulted in a very loose weave. Off 
the loom it relaxed, the huck developed well and I was surprised and 
pleased with this first result. 

For the next step in the project, I decided to try a closer sett, so I used a 10 
reed. I had some thick shiny silk in my stash for a different effect. I used 
four shafts for the main yarn and an extra shaft for the contrast vertical 
stripes. 

For the horizontal stripes, I reasoned that I would need to use two separate 
shuttles working in opposite directions so that I could carry the thick silk 
yarn evenly up both selvedges over the areas where the yarn would not be 
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used. Also I had to weave two picks for every horizontal contrast line, 1/3 
for the top, 3/1 for the other side, to make the fabric fully reversible.  

The second project was quickly completed. Now to come up with another 
different permutation.  

An early idea had been to use spacing in the warp. Simple spacing would 

have needed some way of securing the edges to prevent the warp threads 
from moving. The obvious solution would have been a leno twist up the 
edges. I wanted to come up with a different twist. Vertical leno stripes? I 
spaced the warp, leaving 4 dents empty between blocks of plain weave. I 
measured 4 lengths of thread the length, of the warp and threaded each in a 
bodkin and started to weave. When I came to wind on, I manually worked 
a 2/2 twist on the weft threads in the warp spaces. 

With just over one skein of the silk noil left, ideas were getting scarce. I 
wanted to retain the lengthwise effect, so again I used some of the contrast 
smooth silk for dividing stripes and threaded the main yarn in a simple 
point twill threading.  

Four quite different scarves com-
pleted from a very unpromising 
yarn and one very satisfying pro-
ject: they have now gone off to the 
Exhibition at Whitchurch. When 
they return I want them to be sold 
by Auction for Guild Funds. I hope 
you will open your pockets wide. 
Which one is your favourite?  

 

Ute Sargent 
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Journey along the Central Asian Silk Road 

 
When Peter Hewlett-Smith was aged sixteen, he saw a photograph in a 
book of Tashravat caravanserai. The stone-built shelter with its central 
dome lay within a square surrounded by stone walls in barren looking 
country, dwarfed by high mountains. On reading that this place had provid-
ed rest and shelter for caravans of traders on their journeys alongside the 
Silk Road in remote Kyrgystan, Peter vowed that, one day, he would go 
there. 

DECEMBER  MEETING. 

The last meeting of the year was on the 7th December and we all brought 

plates of wonderful food, and overloaded the kitchen table. 

We soon got ourselves settled for the Christmas Speaker 

Photo © Peter Hewlett-Smith 

All the photographs in the article have been used with the kind permission of  Peter Hewlett-Smith 
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A jeep provided their transport through Kyrgystan over the soaring Tien 
Chen Mountains into China and it was on this leg of the journey that 
Tashravat caravanserai appeared ahead of them. After spending the night 
there, they continued on to Kashgar. There they had their last chance to en-
joy the street food, especially the bread which Peter enjoyed so much. 

The final mountainous and very cold bus journey provided yet another se-
ries of adventures, but eventually took them into Pakistan and the teeming 
city of Islamabad from where they flew back to Britain. 

Copyright for all Photos - Peter Hewlett-Smith                    

Peter's photographs and stories of his adventures during his four weeks of 
travel carried us along with him. The 90 minute talk was at times funny, 
sometimes alarming and always interesting. 
                                                                                                 Jean Phillips 

The full length article with more photos is on the Guild website members area 
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Photos © Peter Hewlett-Smith 
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'Spinning a Yarn, Weaving a Thread' 
An exhibition of work by the Hampshire Guild of  

Weavers, Spinners and Dyers 
30th November 2019 to 5th January 2020 

Whitchurch Silk Mill, Hampshire 

Peter joined us for the Christmas lunch which followed his descriptive 

talk and we all  had a wonderful end to the 2019 Guild year 

Having collected all the items for the 

exhibition Coral made a floor plan 

and with the help from Alex, Della 

and Suzanne started setting it up the 

displays. Coral made lots of units in 

wood for the scarves and rugs which 

were admired by other future exhibi-

tors. 

On the second afternoon while putting 

the final tweaks and touches to the 

items a bus load of ladies arrived and 

wanted to buy everything.  They were 

not very happy to discover it was an 

exhibition and they could not buy an-

ything until it opened the next day. 
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Many more guild members helped by stewarding and running the Chil-

dren's’ activity weekend sessions. Two stewards each day and there were 

plenty of craft helpers ready and waiting at the sessions. Unfortunately the 

number of people who came was low. But everyone who did, had a good 

time and produced some lovely items. 

The work of twenty eight Guild members 

and approximately 150 items were on dis-

play for over 950 visitors who came to the 

Silk Mill during the exhibition. 

Coral was a regular visitor to the exhibition, 

and enjoyed the visit from the Carol singers 

on the 7th December, especially when they 

sang her request ‘In the Dark Mid Winter’  

There was a book for visitors and many commented on the wonderful dis-

play and visitors from Germany found Coral very informative and helpful, 

while a visitor from Nepal thanked Maya for 

her generous time teaching them to spin. The 

comments were very positive both in the book 

and from the visitors as they walked round. 
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There were many verbal compliments on the standard of work and displays. 
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HWSD PROGRAMME 2020 

18
th

 January 

10am Main Hall ‘Spin & Chat’ 

2pm Main Hall, Talk—New Forest Tartans 

~~~ 

15
th

 February 

10am Main Hall ‘News & Views’ 

Announcement of Guild Challenge 2020 

10am Compton Room 

Tapestry Weaving Workshop  

with Matty Smith of Weavers Bazaar 

2pm Main Hall, Talk-                               
Tapestry Weaving 

~~~ 

21
st

 March 

10am Main Hall - AT HOME DAY 

Members skill sharing & workshops 

Compton Room - Make a small basket 

Booking essential 

~~~ 

18
th

 April 

10am Main Hall – ‘Spin and Chat’ 

Natural Dye Workshop 

2pm Natural Dyeing – Talk by Romilly of 
The Outside 

~~~ 

16
th

 May 

10am Main Hall HGWSD Guild Nomina-
tions and  

‘Spin and Chat’ 

2pm Main Hall – Speaker  
FREDA ROBINSON 

‘Braids around the world’                          
Arabesque Braids 

 

20
th

 June  

10am Main Hall ‘Spin and Chat’ 

10am Workshop- Spinning with nettles 

2pm Talk – Weaving with nettles 

~~~ 

18
th

 July 

10am   Main Hall AGM 

11am ‘Bring and Buy’ in aid of Guild Funds 

2pm Main Hall Talk – ‘Indigo’,               
Jenny Balfour - Paul 

3pm HWSD Guild 70
th
 Birthday Tea 

~~~ 

August   No Meeting 

~~~ 

19
th

 September 

10am Main Hall ‘TASTER DAY’               
for non-members 

~~~ 

 

17
th

 October  

10am WESSEX WOOLCRAFT              
FIBRE DAY 

~~~ 

21
st

 November 

10am Main Hall ‘News & Views’ including 
The Guild Challenge Reveal 

2pm Talk - What is the Certificate of 
Achievement?                                          

Janet Crowther,                                        
AGWSD CoA Co-ordinator  

~~~  

5
th

 December  

10am Meet for Tea and Coffee  

10.30am Main Hall – Speaker TBC 

Followed by our own festive                
American Lunch 
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Copy deadline for the Newsletter is 3 weeks before publication date, 
the third Monday of the months; January, April, July and September 

Are you visiting exhibitions or going anywhere with interesting      
textile related activities?  Consider writing a short article with a  

photograph for the newsletter. 

www.hantswsd.org 

For more Diary Dates visit the Diary page on our website. 

For information on the Events the Guild will be demonstrating at and to 
volunteer, you can email our secretary or talk to Jo at a meeting or visit 
the Guild Demonstration Events page on our website. 

EVENTS COMING UP 2020 

February 21st to 23rd | UNRAVEL, Farnham, Surrey | More Info 

 

February 27th to 1st March | The Stitch Festival, The Business Design 
Centre, London | More Info 

 

April 18th | AGWSD Annual General Meeting, Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, London, WC1R 4RL 

 

April 25th to 26th | Wonderwool, Builth, Wales | More Info 

 

April 25th to 26th | Brockenhurst Needlework Fiesta, Hants | More Info 

 

May 23rd | Totton Arts Festival, Totton, Hampshire | More Info 

 

June 19th to 21st | Colour—The Full Spectrum, AGWSD Gathering, 

July 15th to July 21st 2021 
AGWSD Summer School, Writtle College, Chelmsford, Essex  

More detail will be released later in the year 

https://www.hantswsd.org/
https://www.hantswsd.org/diary-dates
https://www.hantswsd.org/copy-of-2019-events-guild-demonstra
http://craft.farnhammaltings.com/portfolio/unravel-festival-knitting/
https://www.thestitchfestival.co.uk/
https://www.wonderwoolwales.co.uk/
http://www.brockenhurstfiesta.co.uk/
https://www.totton-artsfestival.com/
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Equipment for Hire  

The Guild has various items of equipment for hire which include; 

Drum Carder (standard and narrow), Blending boards, Marudai 

Stands, Wool Combs, and wooden tapestry rail 

The list of equipment is on the Guild website in the members section. 

For more detail on the equipment and how to hire them go to the    
information on the website or speak to Maya.  

Our Guild Contact details 
Chairperson Richard Chairofhantswsd@yahoo.com 

Secretary Jo secretaryhantswsd@yahoo.co.uk 

Events Co-ordinator Caroline eventshwsd@yahoo.com 

Newsletter  Joy pendine@gmail.com 

Hampshire Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers Exhibition 2019 

With many thanks to Coral and everyone who helped make it a success 
More photos will be on the website gallery 

https://www.hantswsd.org/members-area

